
The Board of Fire Commissioners, Gloucester Township Fire District # 4 held a Regular Meeting 
on October 17, 2018 in the office of the Board of Fire Commissioners, 14 W. Central Avenue, 
Blackwood, NJ. This meeting has been properly advertised according to the State of New Jersey 
Sunshine Laws.  
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioner M. Jones (here)         Commissioner R. Jones (here) 
Commissioner McCann (absent)      Commissioner Stout ( absent) 

Commissioner Vannoni (here)  
 
 
Attendees: Solicitor Carlamere, Captain Reiss, FAM Prendergast, FF Woods  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to approve the Workshop 
Meeting minutes of 10/3/2018.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to approve the Budget 
Meeting minutes from 10/3/2018.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to approve the Budget 
Meeting minutes of 10/10/18.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioner R. Jones reported the Rescue is at Vineland, and the bearings and the shaft on 
the generator are bad, and that is less than 2 years on the bearings. The ladders generator went 
out of service last night, and it was repaired by FAM Prendergast.  
 
 
He also reported there will be a shift change.  FAM Prendergast will be moved to Platoon B, and 
FF O’Connor will be moved to Platoon C. The reason is so FAM Prendergast can get his work 
done. The change will take place the 2nd week of November, he did not put a date on it, as he is 
not sure of where the 24 shifts fall.  
 
Commissioner M. Jones asked when the Board plans on the new hire.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said he was hoping November 1, but more realistically he is thinking of 
a Special Meeting after the Workshop on November 7. He said we will have the Administrative 
Clerk mail the applications out, and then go through the interview process.  
 
Administrative Clerk Fini said she is off Monday.  
 



Commissioner Vannoni said he will mail them.  
 
Commissioner R. Jones said he has the bill from District #2, that he wanted to show to the 
Board.  He said Administrator Robb called him today, and said he was out of money, so we can 
do it as an add on bill or put it on next months bill list.  
 
Commissioner R. Jones said we got 10 new helmets in, and they will be distributed.  
 
There was a discussion on the European style helmets, and they have now been approved to 
wear in the US.  The Board decided to try one or two to see how they work out.  
 
Commissioner m. Jones said the architect moves a lot slower than he thought.  He said he 
actually called him, and he got a print from him that day.  Fire Official Urso will be following up 
with him to find out what the next step will be.  
 
He also stated Republic Services wants $200.OO to change out the dumpster. His is not 
approving that.  He got a quote from Gold Metal for $150.00 a month per dumpster. He is still 
waiting on a quote from Waste Management.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said we should look into getting bigger dumpsters.  
 
Commissioner M. Jones said he would do that.  
 
Commissioner M. Jones said the Medics are apparently back out at Blackwood Clementon 
Road. One of them apparently told Fire Official Urso that they would be there from 8 am to 12 
pm and from 8pm to 10 pm.  He reached out to the Chief. Who reached out to their Chief, and 
it was made clear that 8am to 12 pm was the only time that is ok.  Today, C platoon went out 
there and he received a text from FAM Prendergast that they were parked in the large bay, 
when they were asked to move, they became very mouthy with the 88 crew, and acted like it 
was their house. They said they were there from 8 am to 12 pm and again from 8pm to 10 pm. 
FAM Prendergast told them that was not happening, and told them to move the vehicle. It was 
stated that this is happening because of response time to Pine Hill and Cross keys Road. He said 
we gain nothing from Virtua except a CPR class every 2 years. He said this is going to create an 
issue as the GTEMS did, and they have a 3-person crew.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones that the Virtua Medics 
not be permitted to occupy Blackwood Clementon Road Station. All in favor, motion carries.  
 
 
He met with the President and Trustees of Blackwood Fire Company to go over projects for next 
year.  
 

CORROSPONDENCE 



None  
 

CLERKS REPORT 
 
None  
 

TREASURERS REPORT 
 
Motion by Commissioner R. jones, second by Commissioner M. Jones to pay the October bills in 
the amount of $50,261.43.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to pay the add on bill to 
District # 2 for the Engine 88 in the amount of $6,716.39.   
 
Commissioner Vannoni said he will approve the bill to be paid for this quarter, but he feels a 
though we need to explore other options moving forward. He finds that having our apparatus 
sit here and not be run, and paying them thousands of dollars for the use of theirs is fiscally 
irresponsible.   
 
Commissioner M. Jones said he totally agrees.  
 
Solicitor Carlamere said that will be part of the motion.  
 
All in favor, motion carries.  
 

FIRE OFFICIAL REPORT 
Attached  
 

CHIEFS REPORT 
 
Attached 
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
None  
 

CAPTAINS REPORT 
 
Captain Reiss stated he is currently working on the AFG Grant, and will need final approval to 
submit the Grant. It will be a District # 4 hosted Grant for an apparatus. What he discovered 
was he could not apply for a regional grant for a squad pumper style apparatus, so its an 



individual grant geared toward the 24/7 staffing model. The only chance for success is if we 
write the narrative geared toward the 88 program. It we write it geared toward our apparatus 
which is not 2002 or older we will have little success.  
 
He stated this is a 2-part issue.  He emailed the Chief, as spoke to him directly regarding 
automatic fire alarm response. We do not disagree on the issue, but there has not been a 
change to the policy. He is just informing the Board that he feels in the past year to 18 months 
we have experienced more automatic alarms that have turned into not just simple automatic 
alarms. We just had one tonight, Hyde’s Plastic’s for the second time. It was an alarm system 
that turned into a building fire. He asked the policy be changed that the first 2 pieces of 
apparatus be allowed to respond at emergency speed.  He does not disagree, he said the 
company officer has discretion over that. For his own piece of mind, he would like to see 
something supporting that. He went on to say Fire District # 3, we seem to be back answering 
more of their calls once again, they were up for a while and now they are down again.  We have 
answered 2 of them on his shift, including one to Reliable Tire, which in his opinion might be 
the highest hazard building in the entire Township. It went out as a alarm system, we waited 
the 5 minutes before being dispatched as District # 3 scratched on the call, and it was recalled 
by the alarm company.  We get there and the alarm box had not been re-set, the employee 
struck the alarm, it did not go off it had been silenced, the gentleman there were nice enough 
to let us tour the building, seen where the problems were and set us on our way. But once 
again we are picking up the slack of another Fire Company as being the re-tone company. He is 
not sure if the Chief plans on pursuing this, as he did write him an email, summarizing the 
event. He would ask the Board look into some type of communication with District # 3.  
 

 
Commissioner Vannoni said to that point the Board has attempted to hold a meeting with 
District # 1, # 2, # 3 and # 4. District # 1 sent representation, and did not seem very keen on 
providing us financial support, District # 2 and District # 4 are on the same page, and District # 3 
just didn’t bother to show up.  
 
Captain Reiss said he is aware, but now he feels as though it is not just fiscally irresponsible it 
has now become a hazard to the firefighters. Like he said, we were going into the highest 
hazard building in the Township with a 6-minute delay. He doesn’t want to pick up all their 
trash, but he would rather be initial call then wait 5 minutes and get there with their pants 
down.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to approve all reports as 
read.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
None  
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
Commissioner Vannoni asked for a motion to change from the current Horizon Dental Plan to 
the NJ State Dental Plan.  
 
Commissioner M. Jones asked if this plan would include the retirees, and if so would there be 
changes.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said yes, and he spoke to the retirees concerning this, and the cost of 
the plan would come out of their pension payments, and the Board would reimburse them for 
the cost.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner Vannoni to pass a resolution for 
Fire District # 4 to enroll in the NJ State Dental Plan.  
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioner M. Jones (yes)   Commissioner R. Jones (abstain) 

Commissioner Vannoni (yes)  
 
 

 
Solicitor Carlamere said if you are going to authorize the grant, and it is classified as regional, 
then if it is awarded, the vehicle will be a regional vehicle. They will be liable for the cost share.   
 
Commissioner Vannoni said they passed a motion authorizing from $30,000.00 to $125,000.00 
for the vehicle.                           
 
Solicitor Carlamere asked if the passed it.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said they did.  
 
Solicitor Carlamere asked if they are going to share the costs too.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said yes.  
 
Solicitor Carlamere said if you have that agreement then you are fine.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni stated that they approved $35,0000.00 to $125,000.00 
 



Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to authorize Captain Reiss 
to submit the AFG Grant as a regional grant on behalf of District # 2 and District # 4, with 
District # 4 as the host District. All in favor, motion carries.  
 
Motion by Commissioner R. Jones, second by Commissioner M. Jones to accept the application 
of Boyd Redrow as a volunteer to Blackwood Fire Company.  All in favor, motion carries.  
 
 

GOOD & WELFARE 
 
Commissioner Vannoni said he is in the process of drafting a letter in which he would like the 
Chief and the President of Blackwood Fire Company to attend a Workshop where we could 
discuss the deplorable attendance percentage of Blackwood Fire Company. In running the 
numbers, they are down to 9 active firefighters, down from 17 one year ago. He would like to 
know what the Board can do, or what Blackwood Fire Company can do to change it. He thinks it 
is long overdue to take them to task for that.  
 
Commissioner R. Jones agrees.  
 

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Captain Reiss asked the Board status on the hiring process.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni replied that he is working on it and hopes to have them hired by the 
second pay period in November.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni asked for a Special Meeting after the Workshop in November, for the 
purpose of hopefully appointing our 6th firefighter.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Jones to set the date of 
November 7th as a Special Meeting to appoint a firefighter, as per the Safer Grant. All in favor, 
motion carries.  
 
Commissioner McCann, who just arrived at the meeting. He went on to say at the last 
Blackwood Fire Company meeting, the seatbelt policy was discussed. He believes it is a District 
policy, and would like to know if it applies to 822.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni said he thinks it is an operational policy, but he will have to double 
check.  
 
Commissioner McCann said he wants to make sure they know what our feelings are concerning 
that.  
 



Commissioner Vannoni said he thinks it needs to be brought up at the OPS meeting.  
 
Commissioner McCann said he thinks for safety reasons all should be wearing seat belts.  
 
 
With no further business to discuss.  
 
Motion by Commissioner M. Jones, second by Commissioner R. Joes to adjourn. All in favor, 
motion carries.  
 
 
DATED:  October 17, 2018  
 
 
BY: __________________________________ 
      Ernest R. Jones, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
                                                                       
 
 
 


