
The Board of Fire Commissioners, Gloucester Township Fire District # 4 held a Workshop on 
Wednesday August 2, 2017 in the office of the Board of Fire Commissioners, 14 W. Central 
Avenue, Blackwood, NJ 08012.   
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioner McCann (here)     Commissioner Stout (here) 
      Commissioner R. Jones (here)      Commissioner M. Jones (here) 

Commissioner Vannoni (here)  
 
Attendees:  Captain Reiss, FF Prendergast, FF Spain  
 

1. Commissioner McCann reminded the Board that they will need to make a motion at the 
next Regular Meeting to accept the accident report and investigation.  
 
Commissioner McCann said he would like to get the entire building to recycle more, 
especially paper, and he will look into getting more recycling containers inside the 
firehouse. He will ask Captain Reiss for his input.  
 

2. Commissioner M. Jones said the new parking blacks have been installed at Station # 2 
and he thanked the day time staff for installing them.  
 

3. Commissioner M. Jones told the Board that the trial period for the medics at Station # 2 
has expired and asked for their input as to whether they should be allowed to stay. He 
said there have been some issues, and stated the Chief has had numerous problems 
with them. It was also stated that the training there were going to provide has not 
happened as of this date.   The Board then discussed ways to prevent the issues, maybe 
giving them specific chores, though given the amount of different medics who use 
Station # 2 may make that difficult.  
 
Commissioner M. Jones said the company who will be taking on the Sprinkler Project at 
Station # 2 is Affordable Fire Protection.  They are currently waiting on a call from the 
Fire Sub Code Official.  
 

4. Commissioner R. Jones stated the ladder truck has gone to KME for hydraulic repairs, 
and it will have the UL Test on the ladder as well as the 250 hour of service while it is 
there.  Before it left for KME it had a sensor failure, and FF Prendergast replaced it 
before they left.  He reported that by them driving the truck to KME it saved $400.00 
even with him bringing in 2 fill-ins for the day. To have KME come and pick the truck up 
would have been $700.00. The pump will be tested when it returns.  
 
Commissioner R. Jones said he has been keeping a list of all expenses he is charging to 
the Republic Card.  



 
5. Commissioner Vannoni stated we have not heard back about the Safer Grant as of this 

date, but the problem with the Sam.gov and D&B has been resolved, and all the names 
are now the same.  

    
             Commissioner Vannoni stated he has not heard from Chairman Genzel at Fire District #2,  
              but someone told him that  they are interested in looking into the shared services.  
 
              Commissioner Vannoni said the Shared Services Agreement for the Fire Officials is  
              ongoing and Captain Reiss had sent him a draft which he will review, and use to create  
              an Agreement. Also, he will work on the letter to the Township concerning the fire  
              lanes, and will have it completed by the end of the week.  
 
              Commissioner Vannoni stated the lease and the contract talks will take place hopefully    
              by early September.  
 
              Commissioner Vannoni said the President of Blackwood Fire Company approached him 
              and asked him if the Clerk would be interested in doing the accounting for them, as Jim  
              Miller is selling his house, and will no longer be available to do it.  The Board had a  
              discussion on the matter.  
 
   
              Commissioner Vannoni brought of the topic of overtime, after reviewing the Profit and  
               Loss Statement.  He stated that at the rate we are going, we will have expended all the  
               money in the line item we were going to use if we were given a Safer Grant.  He stated that the  
                Union has the first right of refusal. He asked Captain Reiss if the Union would be willing to work  
                with the Board the next 5 months.  
 

             Captain Reiss replied the contact is what it is.  
 
               The discussion continued on ways to try to curb some of the overtime, and it was stated        
                4th Firefighter will be back to work on Monday as a full time firefighter, which should  
                help. One suggestion was to limit the amount of overtime in the next contract.  
 

6. Commissioner McCann complimented the Clerk on following up on an email from the 
State requesting the approved Budget from 2017.  

 
7. Commissioner Vannoni received a letter from resident K. Kemery concerning the 

response of Commissioner Stout when a resident approached him outside the firehouse. 
He said he will conduct the investigation.  
 

8. Commissioner Stout asked for the numbers for the new hire.  
 



9. FF Spain bought up the Wagner Act of 1936, which address overtime. He also gave his 
opinion on keeping the medics in the firehouse.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni advised him that the overtime that was discussed is part of the 
budget.  He also let him know the medics the Board was speaking about were the Virtua 
Medics, not GT EMS. 
 

10. Captain Reiss  bought up the following topics for discussion:  
A. According to the Chief, 84 will be running in tandem with 83 on most incidents.  
B. He stated that Blackwood Fire Company and its Officers, did a nice job on handling 

the funeral of Nico Cassabria. He asked that the Board send letters to all, the pipe 
band as well as all the Fire Companies involved, thanking them for their time and 
effort. Commissioner Vannoni said he would draft a letter.  

C. He asked if it was possible to have a standardization for all reports.  
 

11. Commissioner Vannoni stated he feels as though it is a financial burden on Fire District # 
4 to support Fire District # 3 with mutual aid.  He pointed out that the tax rate the 
residents of District # 3 pay as opposed to District # 4 is considerably less, and that is 
because Fire District # 3 has no full-time firefighters. He said he will speak again on the 
subject.  

 
Motion by Commissioner McCann, second by Commissioner R. Jones to go into Closed Session to 
discuss Personnel. All In favor, motion carries.  
 

ROLL CALL 
                            Commissioner McCann (yes)       Commissioner Stout (yes)  
                              Commissioner R. Jones (yes)       Commissioner M. Jones (yes)  
                                                                    Commissioner Vannoni (yes)  
 
Back from Closed Session  
 

ROLL CALL 
 
                      Commissioner McCann (yes)        Commissioner Stout (yes)  
                              Commissioner R. Jones (yes)        Commissioner M. Jones (yes)  
                                                              Commissioner Vannoni (yes)  
 
Commissioner Vannoni stated their will an investigation conducted, and the issue discussed in 
closed session will remain closed at this time.  
 
With no further business to discuss.  
 



Motion by Commissioner R. Jones, second by Commissioner McCann to adjourn. All in favor. 
Motion carries.  
 
 
DATED:   August 2, 2017 
 
 
BY:________________________________ 
     Ernest R. Jones, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
 

 
 

 
 

                                                        
                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
        
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


