
The Workshop Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on Wednesday July 1, 

2015 in the office of the Board of Fire Commissioners.  This meeting has been properly 

advertised according to the State of New Jersey Sunshine Law.   

 

ROLL CALL 
                                Commissioner Coucoules (here)       Commissioner Stout (here)  

                                Commissioner McCann (here)           Commissioner Simone (here)  

                                                        Commissioner Vannoni (here)  

 

Attendees:  None  

 

1. Commissioner Simone reported he had an estimate for a new generator for Station # 2, 

which he gave the Board copies of.  The estimate is for $17,000.00 and the generator is 

25KW, as opposed to the existing one that is only 15KW.  He stated the new one will be 

able to power the apparatus room, as well as the upstairs.  He suggested that the Board 

look into selling the existing one, and maybe putting it out for bids.  

 

2. Commissioner Coucoules said he had gotten a quote from Continental Fire for apparatus 

repair.  He said the quote is only hourly rates on repairs as well as pump repairs. He said 

he has tried to contact Public Works on several occasions with no success. He said he will 

be in touch with them again, and hopefully have some figures in the next month.   

Commissioner Vannoni stated he would like to have a figure before the Budget Meetings 

for 2016 begin. He also suggested the Board consider estimating the costs high, just in 

case some major unforeseen repairs are needed. The discussion continued and it was also 

stated that Public Works will also do small engine repair.  Right now Rich sends them to 

Ed’s, but if Public Works will do they will send them there. It was also mentioned that 

Public Works may send one of their mechanics to Pump School if we contract with them 

to do our repairs.  

 

3. Commissioner Vannoni suggested that the Board hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday 

August 5, 2015 to discuss and possibly vote on who will do the apparatus repair following 

the retirement of FAM Jones. If necessary a workshop will be held prior to the Special 

Meeting.  The Clerk stated she will advertise for the meeting tomorrow. They will invite 

the FAM to the meeting for his input.  

 

4. Commissioner Stout said we need to get the exact Civil Service definition of a firefighter to 

see what our career staff can do in house. The discussion also came up as to who will keep 



the fire extinguishers checked and serviced.  Right now FAM Jones does a portion as does 

Nat Alexander.  

 

5. Commissioner McCann brought up that there is a lot of brush from the storm that is 

blocking fire hydrants as well as access to residents.  He stated this is not only a problem 

for firefighters but a problem for the police.  He suggested sending a letter to the Mayor.  

Commissioner Vannoni said he thinks it would be better for him to contact the police 

department and have them  post something  on social media stating that brush needs to 

be kept away from hydrants as well as keeping the access to residents clear.  

 

6. Commissioner McCann stated the auditors suggested we adopt a policy on LOSAP.  

Commissioner Stout and Commissioner McCann will head up a meeting to get the rules 

established, and a new resolution in place.  It was suggested that the new rules not go into 

effect until next year, keeping the current rules for the year 2015.  

 

7. Commissioner Coucoules stated that the hose testing was done, and he was not notified 

by FAM Jones as to the date this testing was being done.  He went on to say that not only 

did he not know the date, but FAM Jones changed the company who did the hose testing, 

without ever asking him or the Board. In the past, the hose testing was done with Chews 

Landing.  The cost of the hose testing this year was more than last year, although they 

tested the ladder which was something that was not done last year.  He went on the read 

the results of the testing.  He said he will speak to FAM Jones regarding this issue.  

 

8. Commissioner McCann asked that the hose that has the red tape on it is the hose that 

failed the test.  He suggested that the couplings be cut off, and the hose removed from 

the engine room as it is a tripping hazard. If people are interested, they could take the 

hose.  

 

9. Commissioner Coucoules with speak to FAM Jones concerning the time frame for the 

ladder being repaired at KME.  

 

10. President Miller thanked the Board for the new lease.  He went on to say they have a cost 

for replacing the HVAC system with the direct install.  The total cost to the fire company 

will be about $13,000.00.  They figured the new high efficient system will save the Board 

of Fire Commissioners approximately $5,000.00 a year. A discussion about how much the 

Board will contribute to that cost followed.   

 

 



With no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned.  

 

 

BY:______________________________________________ 

      Michael Simone, Secretary  

 

DATE:  July 1, 2015  

 

  

 

 

                    


